Franke, Gabriel
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To: Dodge, Gall

Cc: Whitfield, Tiffany L.

Subject: College of Sciences Monday Matters: Thank You!

DearColleagues:

AsThanksgivingpproached want to take this opportunity to thankall of you for yourincrediblehardwork this
semester.Ontop of the stressof stayingsafeduringa pandemic havingkidsat home,the election,andthe renewed
energyaroundsocialjustice,we havehadto dealwith our regularjob duties. Many of you are workingextrahours,
teachingmore, putting classe®nline,andtrying to help studentssucceedlespiteall their challengesOthersare dealing
with new administrativeproceduresn an environmentwhere manyare workingfrom homeandit isharderto get
thingsdone. In additionwe havethe undeniablestressof not interactingin personwith our coworkers.t issomuch
easierto avoidmisunderstandingr frustration whenwe getto seeour coworkerseveryday. We haveto utilize
technologyin new waysto get our work done,andto communicateconsistently.

Thegoodnewsisthat we are succeeding.l am proud of the wayeveryonein our collegehassteppedup to do what
needsto be done. Youhaveall shownagreatdealof perseverancandflexibility, the result of whichisthat our
studentsarelearning,graduatestudentsare defendingand graduating papersare getting published,and proposalsare
beingfunded. | knowwe are all worried aboutthe succes®f our studentsthis semesterand next,andthat isaveryreal
problemthat we will haveto addressn comingsemesters.Butfor now | wantto commendeveryone’seffort and



