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Title
Supportive
Classroom
Atmosphere

Frequent and
Timely Feedback

Formative
Assessments

Ten Research-Backed Strategies to Promote Student Success in Higher Educa on
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Create a suppor ve
classroom atmosphere
through community
building, collabora ve
learning, and class
requirements and
expecta ons.

Provide frequent and

mely feedback to
students and
use/direct students to
addi onal resources
to improve their
learning.

Use forma ve
assessments to
measure student
understanding and
guide instruc onal
improvements.

Quick example
Clearly communicate
roles, expecta ons, and
classroom norms at the
beginning of the course.
Foster a collabora ve
learning environment
through group ac vi es,
peer feedback, and class
discussions.

O erregular, construc ve
feedback on assignments
and assessments. Use a
variety of feedback
methods, such as writen
comments, rubrics, and
one-on-one mee nNgs.
Refer students to

addi onal resources, such
as tutoring services or
supplemental materials, to
support their learning and
address iden fied
challenges.

Use low-stakes, forma ve
assessments to gauge
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Can help ease the

di cult transi on from
high school to university
by fostering a sense of
belonging and support,
and by addressing both
ins tu onal and student

and Online. Taylor & Francis.

Frequent feedback loops
allow for proac ve
outreach to at-risk
students to address
academic challenges and
connect them with
resources early.
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Transparent
Teaching
Practices

Us

in-class polls, think-pair-
share ac vi es,
collabora ve annota on
exercises, and exit ckets.

adjustments,
interven ons, and self-
reflec on.
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Formatve Assessment: Making It Happen in
the Classroom (pp. 7-20). Corwin Press.
Morris, R., Perry, T., & Wardle, L. (2021).
Forma ve assessment and feedback for
learning in higher educa on: A systema ¢
review. Review of Educaton, 9(3), €3292.
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Relevant and
Engaging
Assignments

course expecta ons,
resources, and support
systems.

Make learning

relevant to students

by o ering choicesin

assignments and

connec ng instruc on
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No. 256, OECD Publishing.
htps://doi.orq/10.1787/57fe6a38-en

8 Metacognitive
Strategies
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Critical Reflection

Incorporate reflec ve
ac vi estohelp
students monitor their
learning progress and
adjust their
approaches
accordingly.

Encourage cri cal

reflec on through
techniques such as The
Muddiest Point, where
students iden fy areas of
confusion, and exam
wrappers, which
encourage students to
analyze their performance
and study strategies.

the likelihood of DFWI
outcomes.

Promotes students'
metacogni ve skills and
self-regulated learning,
which can mi gate
challenges related to
mental health, well-
being, and varying levels

of academic prepara on.
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