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Step Course Activity 
Redesign Process 

(Iterative) 

Description 
(May require additional resources, 
technology, or support services).  

Addressing DFWI rates Example 
(Adapt to your specific course) 

1

 

• Define specific, measurable, 
attainable, relevant, and time - bound 
(SMART) learning outcomes.  

• Prioritize essential skills and 
knowledge.  

• Align learning outcomes with 
program and institutional goals to 
ensure consistency and relevance. 

Clear, aligned learning outcomes provide 
a roadmap to success, help 
underprepared students focus on key 
skills, and reduce confusion about 
expecta�ons. 

• For a challenging Mathematics 
course: "Break down complex 
outcomes into specific, measurable 
sub-skills. Ex: Students will a) set up 
linear equations, b) solve using 
appropriate methods, c) interpret 
solutions in context." 

• Align formative and summative 
assessments with this outcome, and 
design instructional activities that 
support its achievement.  

• Share these outcomes in an 
accessible, learner-centered syllabus 
that sets clear expectations and 
provides guidance on how to 
succeed in the course. 

2 Diversify 
Assessment 
Methods 

• Utilize a variety of assessment 
methods that provide multiple 
opportunities for students to 
demonstrate their understanding 
and progress.  

• Include formative assessments to 
gauge student understanding and 
guide instructional improvements. 

• Ensure that assessments are 
accessible, inclusive, and aligned 





Page 3 of 3 
 

• Use student feedback to inform 
technology and feedback strategies. 

Point" and exam wrappers to gather 
feedback and support struggling 
students. Customize feedback and 
use of technology based on student 
input. 

6 Implement 
Transparent 
Teaching Practices 

• Use transparent teaching practices 
to make the learning process more 
explicit and understandable.  

• Provide a rationale for assignments 
and learning opportunities and 
engage in research-based pedagogy. 

Reduces confusion and aligns student 
expecta�ons with course requirements, 
addressing issues of academic 
prepara�on and awareness of support 
resources. 

• Share with students the purpose, 
tasks, and criteria for assignments.  

• Discuss the rationale for course 
activities and how they contribute to 
learning outcomes.  

• Engage in conversations about 
research-based pedagog 0 Td
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