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Types of Cost Sharing 
 
Mandatory, Committed, and Voluntary Direct Cost Sharing 

Cost sharing is classified as either mandatory, committed or voluntary. 
• Mandatory Cost Sharing is a firm requirement for cost sharing identified by the sponsor in the 

program guidelines or other written communication from the sponsor. 
• Committed Cost Sharing is an implied willingness for the University or Research Foundation to 

bear certain project costs contained in the proposal submitted to the sponsor.  The commitment is 
not a requirement imposed by the sponsor. 

 

Both mandatory and committed cost sharing must appear in the proposal and award budget.  When an 
award is made, the University or Research Foundation is required to document that the amounts 
specified as cost sharing in the budget have actually been provided.  Expenditures for mandatory cost 
sharing must also be included in all the financial reports submitted to the sponsor.  Expenditures for 

http://www..researchfoundation.odu.edu/
http://www..researchfoundation.odu.edu/


https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=96b44b1ea367a2742c88741c81313720&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=96b44b1ea367a2742c88741c81313720&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=96b44b1ea367a2742c88741c81313720&mc=true&node=pt2.1.200&rgn=div5

	Cost Sharing of Direct Costs
	Facilities and Administrative (Indirect) Cost Sharing
	Types of Cost Sharing

	Mandatory, Committed, and Voluntary Direct Cost Sharing

